
Safety Between the Fires
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he fu ture, we don’t know what it holds, but it is not 
to tally un known. There is one and only one book
that gives us a glimpse of what the fu ture looks
like. And that book is the Bi ble. Rev e la tion 20

gives us one of those glimpses into the fu ture. 
Rev 20:12 says, “And I saw the dead, small and

great, stand ing be fore God, and books were opened. And
an other book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And
the dead were judged ac cord ing to their works, by the
things which were writ ten in the books.”  What do you
sup pose has been writ ten in those books about you? Even 
as a Chris tian, would you want to be judged on that great
day by what has been writ ten? I would n’t. But we’re not
just talk ing about the last year, it’s ev ery thing, ev ery thing 
you’ve ever done, ev ery time you’ve bro ken a com mand -
ment it’s been writ ten down, it’s writ ten in the books and
wait ing for judg ment day. 

So we have the books, plu ral, and we have the book,
sin gu lar. There is only one of those, the sec ond book, it’s
much smaller, there is not a lot writ ten in this book, no
deeds, no works, no sins, only one thing writ ten in this
book, names. Many names we would rec og nize; Abra -
ham, Isaac, Ja cob, Jo seph, Mo ses, Da vid, Eli jah, John
the Bap tist, Mat thew, Paul, along with a mighty host of
be liev ers whom we’ve never heard of, but they are there
in the book, row af ter row, page af ter page of names

The judg ment of books. We will ei ther be judged by
what is writ ten in the books, or we will be judged by what 
is writ ten in the Book of Life. I know which one I want to
be judged by, how about you? And it is the Lamb’s book

of life, Rev e la tion 21:27 iden ti fies whose book it is. It’s
not Bud dha’s book, it’s not Muham mad’s book, it’s not
Maroni’s book, it’s not even the Pope’s, or any one else’s
book. It’s the Lamb’s book; He’s the one who de cides
which names get writ ten in. It’s his heaven and He gets to
de cide.

Not ev ery one likes that idea. They think they should
get to de cide who makes it. Take for in stance the great
theo lo gian Sophia Loren. She said, 

“I’m not a prac tic ing Chris tian, but I pray, that aught 
to count for some thing. I read the Bi ble, it’s the most
beau ti ful book ever writ ten. I should go to heaven, oth er -
wise it’s not nice. It’s not nice if God does n’t let ev ery one
get into heaven, and I don’t want to lis ten to any one who
tells me oth er wise. When the Bi ble says that, it’s not nice,
I don’t want to lis ten. I have not done any thing wrong.”
Wow! That’s quite a life she’s lived! Per fec tion, but by
whose stan dards? By her stan dards, or by God’s stan -
dards?

It’s not nice that God would send anyone to hell.
That’s not the way I want it to be. As long as you pray a
lit tle, as long as you give the “Good Book” a thumbs up,
as long as you do nice things, you should get in, should -
n’t you? I’ve got to ad mit, that’s at trac tive. There is even
some thing in side of me that wishes that were so. But it’s
not my Heaven, it’s not my in vi ta tion. It’s God’s heaven,
so He gets to de cide. 

What does Je sus say, how do you get in? Does He
say, be nice, just try to be nicer. Does He say work real
hard to be as good as you can? No ac tu ally he says Be
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Per fect, and it’s not per fect
as Sophia Loren is per fect,
it’s per fect as you Heav enly
Fa ther is per fect, there is
quite a dif fer ence be tween
the two. 

How is our name writ ten 
in the book of life? John
3:15, and 16 both say; “that
who ever be lieves in Him
should not per ish but have
eter nal life.”  And to be lieve
has lit tle to do with head
knowl edge, but has to do
with heart knowl edge and
lit er ally means to come
along side of. Who so ever
co mes along side of and
walks with Christ in fel low -
ship should not per ish but
have eter nal life. Again in
John 17:3 Je sus says; “And
this is eter nal life, that they
may know You, the only true
God, and Je sus Christ whom
You have sent.” (NKJV) As
I’ve al ready said, it’s not
what you know, it’s who you
know. This is the only way to 
have your name writ ten in
the Lamb’s book of life.

Rev 20:15 says, “And
any one not found writ ten in
the Book of Life was cast into 
the lake of fire.” At the end
of Chap ter 20 we have fire,
we have it again in Chap ter
21 verse 8; “But for the fear -
ful and un be liev ing and cor -
rupt and mur der ers and
sex u ally im moral and sor -
cer ers and idol a ters and all
li ars, their part will be in the
lake that burns with fire and
brim stone, which is the sec -
ond death.” Ev ery one who
has not been per fect ac cord -
ing to God’s stan dards, their
part will be in the lake of fire. 
Un com fort able things to
think about I know. I un der -
stand the at trac tion of Sophia 
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Loren’s the ol ogy, but I’ve searched the scrip tures, and I
have not found “nice” to be in cluded as one of God’s at -
trib utes.  

But there is safety, there is a way of es cape, and that is
God’s Son. We have a pic ture of fire in Chap ter twenty and
again in Chap ter twenty one, but there is a place of safety
be tween the fires for ev ery one whose name is writ ten in
the lamb’s book of life. 

Rev 21:3 says, “Be hold, the ta ber na cle of God is with
men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His
peo ple. God Him self will be with them and be their God.”
(NKJV) 

The day is com ing when there will be a new Heaven
and a new earth, a New Je ru sa lem, and in Rev 21:5, “Be -
hold, I make all things new.” All things new, in clud ing
these bod ies we re side in! New! Un touched by sin. No
death, no sor row, no cry ing, no pain, but best of all it says,
God Him self will dwell with us. 

The fu ture, what does it hold for us? Prob a bly more of
the same. Tears, death, sor row, cry ing, and pain, for that is
the way of this old Earth cursed by sin. But for those whose 
names are writ ten in the Lamb’s book of life, we have the
prom ise of a new earth where righ teous ness dwells. A new
earth where God Him self will dwell with us. We will no
lon ger have to hide be hind the cov er ing of the blood of the
lamb, we will see face to face. And stand ing face to face
with God, he will take a hand ker chief and wipe away ev ery 
tear from our eyes. You’ve shed some tears this last year
have n’t you? I know you have. We all have, and I’m sure
we will shed some tears this next year. But that’s part of the 
for mer things that will pass away.  Rev 21:4 says, “And
God will wipe away ev ery tear from their eyes; there shall
be no more death, nor sor row, nor cry ing. There shall be
no more pain.”  (NKJV)

That’s the glo ri ous fu ture of the re deemed, those
whose names have been writ ten in the Lamb’s book of life.
When the books are opened, and the book of life is opened, 
where will you be found? Our text starts with fire and ends
with fire, but be tween the fires there is safety, and that
safety and rest come through faith in Christ alone for our
sal va tion. In Heb 4:1 we read, “There fore, since a prom ise
re mains of en ter ing His rest, let us fear lest any of you seem 
to have come short of it.” (NKJV)

Led by a Wounded Hand

By H. G. Bosch 

“He calleth his own sheep by name,
and leadeth them out.”  (John 10:3)

How pre cious it is that God thinks of each one of us
“by name”!  How as sur ing to know that the Good Shep -

herd Him self will ever lead us with His nailed-scarred
hands through the green pas tures of spir i tual bless ing, up
the Blood-sprin kled way, un til we reach the fold of God in
the heights of Par a dise.

Re cently there came to my desk the ex cel lent lit tle
book let,  Hills of God by Ruth Gibbs Zwall.  With her per -
mis sion we quote her beau ti ful “Par a ble of To mor row,”
which po et i cally de scribes this pre cious lead ing.

I looked at the moun tain.  “It is too hard, Lord” I said. 
“I can not climb.”

“Take My hand,” He whis pered, “I will be your
strength.”

I saw the road, “It is too long, Lord,” I said, “so rough
and long.”

“Take My love,” He an swered, “I will guard your
feet.”

I looked at the sky.  “The sun is gone,” I said.  “Al ready 
it grows dark.”

“Take the lan tern of My Word,” He whis pered. “That
will be light enough.”

We climbed.  The road was nar row and steep, but the
way was bright.  And when the thorns reached out, they
found His hand be fore they touched my own.  And when
my path grew rough, I knew it was His love that kept my
feet from stum bling.

Then I grew very tired.  “I can go no far ther, Lord,” I
said.  He an swered, “Night is gone.  Look up, My child.”

I looked, and it was dawn.  Green val leys stretched be -
low.  “I can go on alone now,” I said.   …and then I saw the
marks: “Lord, Thou art wounded. Thy hands are bleed ing;
Thy feet bruised.  Was it for me?” I whis pered.

“I did it gladly.”
Then I fell at His feet.  “Lord, lead me on,” I cried. 

“No road too long, no val ley too deep, If Thou art with me.
We walk to gether now and shall for ever!”
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The Preacher’s Holy Calling
By Dr. Shelton Smith 

“Be not thou there fore ashamed of the tes ti mony of
our Lord, nor of me his pris oner: but be thou par -

taker of the af flic tions of the gos pel ac cord ing to the
power of God; Who hath saved us, and called us with 
an holy call ing, not ac cord ing to our works, but ac -
cord ing to his own pur pose and grace, which was
given us in Christ Je sus be fore the world be gan.” 

(II Tim o thy 1:8, 9)

Ev ery preacher needs to see him self a ser vant of God
a man of God, an am bas sa dor on as sign ment for the King
of Kings.  He needs to give him self de vot edly, un re serv -
edly to the SAVIOR who loved him, saved him and called
him into the min is try.  It is a pre cious task that is given to
him.  The Bi ble here calls it a “holy call ing.”  

The preacher needs to fill him self with the Word of
God and al low the (Holy) Spirit to fill him with the power 
of God.  Knowl edge with out power will be lame and list -
less.  In for ma tion im parted is not the full story of preach -
ing.

Surely the preacher needs to be read up, stud ied up
and prayed up be fore he gets up to preach.  But he still
needs the mighty fill ing of God to give him power in his
pre sen ta tion and in plead ing for the peo ple.

Liv ing and Working on a Bat tle field

The preacher lives on a bat tle field (as do all Chris -
tians).  He is un der at tack, a con stant siege from the arch -
en emy of GOD, the Devil.  He can’t sleep late, take long
breaks and go home early ev ery day with out los ing
ground fast.  

The Devil will steal ev ery thing that is proper and pre -
cious and pow er ful.  He’ll take it all and laugh like a hy -
ena while he does it.  Brother preacher,” you are a sheep
in the midst of wolves.” (Mat thew 10:16)

Vul ner a ble though you may be, He who is the Good
Shep herd (John 10:14), the Great Shep herd (He brews
13:20) and our Chief Shep herd (1 Pe ter 5:4) stands by us.  
HE is on our side be cause we are on HIS side.  HE will
pro vide for us and HE will pro tect us.  He’ll get us
through this thing.

Ful fill Your Call ing No Mat ter What

Since we have this “holy call ing” it is our duty to
stay in the field and serve our Com mander in Chief.  So, 
let’s load the gos pel gun, (& God’s Law) aim it and fire it. 
Re load!  Fire again!  Do it again and again and again.

It’s true –- you’ll have crit ics be cause of your stand,
your soul win ning, your sep a ra tion and many other

things you do.
It’s true –-you’ll take some hits.  The hits will hurt,

but don’t even think about quit ting.  Get up!  Re load!  Re -
group!  Go again!  

As the Bat tle Rages

The Bat tle is rag ing!  Preach the Book, the Old Rock
the pre cious Word of God, preach it every time with out
res er va tion or apol ogy; Preach it! 

The bat tle is rag ing!  Keep win ning souls.  Dear, pre -
cious, Hell-bound sin ners can be saved.  Go af ter them. 
Bring them to JESUS!  Do it again next week and next
month and next year.  Don’t ever quit!

The bat tle is rag ing!  Sit tall in the sad dle, take
charge, lead the church, lay out the game plan, plead the
case, per suade the saints, call the sheep and “till I come,
give at ten dance.”  (II Tim o thy 4:14)

Keep Looking Up and Pressing On

Praise the LORD!  We’ve been bought by the Blood
of Je sus and saved to serve.  We have a song in our souls
–-all of this and Heaven too!

Dear preacher, may the Lord bless you (and HE will)
as you give HIM your all, your very best, ev ery day.

Dear church folks, if you’ve got a preacher with vi -
sion and who is on the bat tle field for Christ, by all means, 
stand by him, help him, love him and sup port him and
stay by his side.  So, let’s keep look ing up to the LORD
and press ing on in the Bat tle.

Praise the LORD!  AMEN!  AMEN!

Editor of Sword of the Lord, July 2021

God’s Love

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died

for us.” (Romans 5:9)

Kristin Millar of Win ni peg, Can ada, en dured a de -
cade-long ill ness that was slowly kill ing her heart.  One
night, she re ceived a phone call to in form her that a
woman, whom she had never met, had passed away.
Kristin would be the re cip i ent of the do nated heart.  Af ter
her re cov ery, Kristin was asked how this ex pe ri ence
shaped her out look on life.  She re plied: “It makes me
want to live ev ery day in honor of my do nor.”  As Chris -
tians, we have been given new life through the death (&
res ur rec tion) of the Lord Je sus.  Out of grat i tude and love, 
let us de sire to live ev ery day in honor of Him!  

I. Shatford
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Ed i to rial 
RES

The One and Only Just and Righ teous GOD!
“God is a just judge, And God is an gry with the wicked (UNGODLY SINNER/one
with out God is in cluded here!) ev ery day.  If he does not turn back, He will sharpen

His sword…”  (Psalm 7:11-12a)

IF you or I were an up right and righ teous per son and re -
al ized a per son is des tined for eter nal pen alty, who by
no means can never set him self free from the just pun -
ish ment he rightly de served, what would you do?? 
That is, if you were the one and only per son that could
set this per son FREE, what would you do?  We are talk -
ing about this pris oner; whom you dearly love, in spite
of what this pris oner is bound for; what would you do? 
That is, EVEN the very best that you have and could
sac ri fice, even if it would ac tu ally make you poor,
would you do all that in or der to set this pris oner free?

Well, that is ex actly what GOD did on our be half!  We
could be ‘set-free’ through His Be loved Son, Je sus
Christ.  And JESUS was will ing to make Heaven poor
that we might be come rich – through His Fin ished work 
on CALVARY.  He was the LAMB OF GOD with out a
spot or blem ish, yet HE opened not His mouth – Isa iah
53:7, “He was op pressed and He was af flicted, Yet He
opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the
slaugh ter.  And as a sheep be fore its shear ers is si lent,
So He opened not his mouth.”

Yet, many Lu theran churches (& oth ers) fol low tra di -
tion more than fol low ing and obey ing the Word of
GOD; for ex am ple the Lord’s Sup per (Com mu nion)
where the par tic i pants partake of the same; and are be -
ing told that their sins are for given!   How can that be
when the par tic i pants are to be Liv ing Be lievers/Chris -
tians who have had their sins for given by our Just &
Righ teous God. He for gives a truly re pen tant heart who
con fesses their sins in prep a ra tion be fore par tak ing of
the Lord’s Sup per, as the Sup per is in tended for the
Fam ily of God.  In other words, how can GOD for give
when HE al ready has for given & for got ten the sins of
the sin ner?

The verses above are di rected to wards and in prep a ra -
tion of par tak ing of the Lord’s Sup per.  The em pha sis is
not just about my heart-sit u a tion to wards the Lord; but
also, to mo ti vate us not to just think about ourselves, but 
re ally Who is the HOST AND WHO ARE THE
GUESTS?  HE pre pared the meal (Sac ra ment) very
close to when the pascal LAMB was slain.  He laid

down HIS life with out ‘spot or blem ish’ at CALVARY. 
We are not com ing to get our sins for given, but to re -
mem ber that HE gave His own ‘life-for giv ing- blood’
and to adore Him and keep in mind He is com ing again!

The Sac ra ment of the Lord’s Sup per is a se ri ous and
sol emn oc ca sion!  There fore, GOD states in 1 Co rin thi -
ans 11:28-29, “But let a man ex am ine him self, and so 
let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  For he
who eats and drinks in an un wor thy man ner eats
and drinks judg ment to him self, not dis cern ing the
Lord’s body.”

Now does n’t your heart ache/weep for those who go to
the Sac ra ment of the Lord’s Sup per; hav ing been
DECEIVED in think ing that their sins are for given and
on the way to HEAVEN?  Not even one sin will be per -
mit ted into God’s Eter nal Bliss of Heaven. In di vid uals
and mul ti tudes are be ing de ceived by Pas tors, etc.

Now we have been ad dress ing one is sue of def i nite ‘er -
ror’; let us con tinue to be scrip tur ally re al is tic and spe -
cially no tice two out stand ing words in God’s Word at
this time – they are the the words ‘but God’ and All.

“All we like sheep have gone astray, We have
turned, ev ery one, to his own way; and the LORD
has laid on him the in iq uity of us all.” (Isa iah 53:6)
The word “all” is the first word in this verse and also the 
last.  The first ‘all’ pres ents our lost spir i tual con di tion
with out Je sus Christ as per sonal Sav ior and stand ing
guilty be fore our Holy and sin less GOD.  The sec ond
“all” re fers to JESUS who died for all lost sin ners!
“Who de sires all men to be saved and to come to the
knowl edge of the truth.  Who gave Him self a ran -
som for all to be tes ti fied in due time.”  (I Tim o thy 2:4 
& 6)

Search the Scrip tures fre quently to see if you are on the
path (by grace alone, word alone & faith alone) as a
‘fel low-pil grim’ true/be liever and ready for HIS
COMING!

Eter nity is very long (ev er last ing) and GOD is not only 
Loving, Mer ci ful, For giving; but JUST AND
RIGHTEOUS!
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

Sixty-two Percent of Americans Oppose
Allowing Boys Who Identify as Female
to Compete in Girls’ Sports

Su preme Court Sides with Chris tian
Stu dent in Col lege Free-Speech Class

Con ser va tives just se cured a mas sive vic tory at the
U. S. Su preme Court re gard ing free speech.   

The Su preme Court ruled in an 8 – 1 de ci sion that a
Geor gia col lege’s speech code pol icy vi o lated the First
Amend ment and that a stu dent who was harmed by the
pol icy can seek dam ages.

Jus tice Clar ence Thomas is sued the opin ion of the
Court, writ ing that nom i nal dam ages claims are enough
to es tab lish stand ing to sue for a con sti tu tional vi o la -
tion.  Chief Jus tice John Rob erts was the only dis senter
in the rul ing fa vor ing a cou ple of Chris tian stu dents who 
chal lenged the Uni ver sity for re strict ing when, where
and how they could speak about their faith and dis sem i -
nate ma te ri als on cam pus.

Uzuegbunam et al. v. Preczewski et al.  Chike Uzueg -
bunam, a stu dent at Geor gia Gwinnett Col lege, was
stopped by cam pus po lice for hand ing out re li gious ma -
te ri als on cam pus, a re ported vi o la tion of the school’s
“Free dom of Ex pres sion Pol icy,” which lim ited dis tri -
bu tions and other ex pres sions of free speech zones only
with per mis sion from the ad min is tra tion.

Biden Overturns Trump Rule
Protecting Doctors from Being Forced
to Kill Babies in Abortions

In June 2020, Pres i dent Don ald Trump is sued a
pro-life rule …to block the ef fects of a dan ger ous
Obamacare pro vi sion that could be used to com pel doc -
tors to par tic i pate in abor tions.

On May 10, 2021 Joe Biden re versed it.
Dur ing the Trump ad min is tra tion, the De part ment

of Health and Hu man Ser vices fi nal ized a rule that
…pro tected doc tors, nurses and med i cal pro fes sion als
from be ing com pelled to as sist abor tions…

Be fore the No vem ber pres i den tial elec tion, Biden
in di cated he would elim i nate con science pro tec tion for
pro-life healthcare pro vid ers, forc ing them to ad here to
pro-abor tion ide ol ogy even if it con flicts with their

med i cal judg ment.

Lifenews.com

Ed i tor’s Note; Now at this time, ev ery true-blooded
AMERICAN is con cerned about approx.  10,000 Amer -
i cans who are cap tured and many oth ers who want Free -
dom AND as far as the true Amer i can peo ple are
con cerned; NO def i nite plans of how to try to res cue
them!

Supreme Court Schedules Review of
Mississippi Abortion Ban

Pro-life ad vo cates gladly wel comed the U.S. Su -
preme Court’s an nounce ment …(May 12, (2021)) it 
would rule on the con sti tu tion al ity of Mis sis sippi’s ban
on abor tions of un born chil dren whose ges ta tional age is 
more than 15 weeks.

The case, Dobbs v. Jack son Woman’s Health Or ga -
ni za tion, of fers the High Court the op por tu nity next
term to rein in a le gal re gime in au gu rated in 1973 that
has made the United States one of the per mis sive coun -
tries in the world re gard ing abor tion rights.  Mis sis -
sippi’s 2018 Ges ta tional Age Act is one of many state
laws en acted in re cent years that es tab lish pro hi bi tions
on Abor tion at cer tain stages of preg nancy and of fer
chal lenges to Roe v. Wade that le gal ized the pro ce dure
na tion wide.

The Su preme Court’s next term be gins in Oc to ber
and it is ex pected to is sue an opin ion in the case be fore it 
ad journs in the sum mer of 2022.

Baptist Press

OSTRICH 

When the weather is very un fa vor able, the winds
are blow ing and the sea seems to be com ing ashore;
GOD does n’t say, “Oh, give up or close your eyes and
take a va ca tion, be cause the bat tle is not worth it and
you are go ing to lose any way!”  In other words, don’t be
an OSTRICH!  But the bat tle is n’t over yet, so HOLD
THE FORT FOR I AM COMING.  “Occupy with and
for ME as it will be WORTH IT ALL” when the bois -
ter ous wind (both spir i tu ally & po lit i cally) and the sea is 
as calm as a mir ror.                 Ed i tor



What About Hell? – Part III
“The Son of Man will send forth His an gels, and they

will gather out of His king dom all stum bling blocks, and
those who com mit law less ness, and will cast them into
the fur nace of fire; in that place there shall be weep ing
and gnash ing of teeth.”  (Mat thew 13:41-42)

This is the third in a se ries of mes sages on the de ni als
of Hell by the mod ern church, some of their rea sons be -
hind them and a bib li cal re sponse to each one.

False Ideas Pres ent To day:

Hell is not a place, but the 
suf fer ing we en dure in this life

This be lief is pre sented be cause of John 16:33, which
says, “These things I have spo ken to you, that in Me you
may have peace. In the world you have trib u la tion, but
take cour age; I have over come the world.” It is true that
we have def i nite se vere things in this world that are typ i -
cally de scribed as be ing “hell ish,” but that does not mean
that there is no place of suf fer ing in the af ter life.  In the
Scrip ture at the top of the page (Matt. 13:41-42), Je sus de -
scribed hell as a lit eral place, “In THAT place.”  Je sus also
called it a “Fur nace of Fire.”  In Luke 16:23-24, the rich
man in hell de scribed the lo ca tion where he was as “a
Place Of Tor ment” and that he was in “Ag ony in this
Flame”   His un godly soul went im me di ately upon death to 
pun ish ment in the flames of hell with no stop at pur ga tory
and no soul sleep be tween death and hell.  Will we be lieve
the Words of Je sus or not?

Hell de fies the Love of God

The state ment is made that God is Love and the pre -
cious love and com pas sion of God would never al low this
kind of end less suf fer ing and tor ment upon some one.  But
in the very verse that many know by heart, the dif fer ence is 
seen.  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
be got ten Son, that who ever be lieves in Him should not
per ish, but have eter nal life.”  (John 3:16)  It does n’t say that 
God’s Love says ev ery one, but the ones who be lieve
should not per ish.  God’s Love goes out to the whole world 
and seeks to save ev ery one, but only those who re spond to
God’s Love in Je sus are saved and do not per ish.

To say that God’s Love could not al low for hell to ex -
ist is to not un der stand the at trib utes of God. It is not God’s 
Love which does this, but God’s Ho li ness.  When peo ple
breach the ho li ness of God as sin ful men, then Judg ment is 
what they get.  Even the con se crated high priest would
per ish at the Ark of the Cov e nant if he came at the wrong
time or with out the blood atone ment.  “And the LORD said
to Mo ses, ‘Tell your brother Aaron that he shall not en ter

at any time into the holy place in side the veil, be fore the
mercy seat which is on the ark, lest he die; for I will ap pear 
in the cloud over the mercy seat.’”  (Lev. 16:2)  This has
noth ing to do with the Love of God, but ev ery thing to do
with the Ho li ness of God.

The mean ing of the word “Holy” is “Sep a rate.”  Un less
the sin ful ness of man is dealt with, they can’t be in a holy
God’s pres ence.  When Adam and Eve sinned against God
in the Gar den of Eden, God “drove” them out of the gar den.  
This is more than just a po lite re quest to leave, but a def i nite
ac tion of God to drive them out.  It is vir tu ally iden ti cal to
what hap pens to peo ple who are lost on Judg ment Day. 
“And if any one’s name was not found writ ten in the book of
life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”  (Rev e la tion 20:15)

The an gels of God will throw or cast these lost sin ners into
that lake of fire.  It’s al most a pic ture of grab bing a dog by
the scruff of the neck and throw ing it.  This is not the Love
of God, but the Wrath of God which does this.

If your per sonal sen ti ments can’t be lieve that God Al -
mighty would ever do such a thing, then you need to set
aside your per sonal feel ings, which change like the
weather, and look in stead to the Word of God, which never 
changes.  “For ever, O LORD, Thy word is set tled in
heaven.”  (Psalm 119:89)

It is not rea son able (or fair) that God would pun ish
peo ple for an eter nity for a life-time of sins

Hu man rea son can not un der stand the in fi nite ways of
God.  “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nei ther are
your ways My ways,” de clares the LORD.  For as the heav -
ens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than
your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.”  (Isa iah

55:8-9)  The Bi ble is filled with things that are to tally be yond
the rea son of man – like the Cre ation of the Uni verse out of
noth ing (Gen. 1) and a Vir gin bear ing a Son (Matt. 1).

If God’s stan dard were for you to do your best, then it
may seem fair that God would grade on a scale and give
less du ra tion of hell to those who were better in this life. 
But God states that the stan dard is not your best, but the
ab so lute per fec tion of God Him self.  “There fore you are to 
be per fect, as your heav enly Fa ther is per fect.” (Matt. 5:48)

Ev ery one who does not achieve the righ teous ness of God
is con demned re gard less of how close or far away they
come to that.  God is per fectly just in con demn ing any one
for the sins they have com mit ted, re gard less of the num -
ber.  It is not a ques tion of how many sins a per son has
done, but the fact that they have no cov er ing for their sins,
be cause this co mes only through Je sus.  “I said there fore
to you, that you shall die in your sins; for un less you be -
lieve that I am He, you shall die in your sins.”  (John 8:24)

Pastor Jim Haga
Hagapublishing.com
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THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
By O. Hallesby

In the Pres ence of the Lord

When a pa tient goes to his phy si cian to be ex am -
ined, he does not sit down and talk con tin u ously.  If a
doc tor had a pa tient who only sat down and talked all
the time and left his of fice as soon as he was through
talk ing, the phy si cian would no doubt have a rea son to
be lieve that his pa tient was un bal anced. But the Great
Phy si cian has daily vis its by just such pa tients, who
leave Him as soon as they are through talk ing.  Mean -
while He ob serves how sick these pa tients are.  And He
tries to per suade them to lie down qui etly in or der that
He may ex am ine them and ul ti mately heal them of their
ail ment. 

Quiet hours, such as these, in the pres ence of the
Lord, when the se cret thoughts and coun sels of the heart 
are laid bare in the light of God’s truth have a two fold ef -
fect.  In the first place, they hum ble us deeply.  When we 
be gin to see the un clean ness which clings to us in word,
thought, and deed—even in our prayers and good
deeds—than our hun ger and thirst af ter righ teous ness
be come real in deed.  The Gos pel also be gins to ac quire a 
new and fresh ap peal to our souls. We take ref uge qui -
etly and grate fully once again be neath the cross. And
joy in the Lord gives us strength to take up the bat tle
anew. A will ing spirit again per vades us—the work man -
ship of God. 

In the next place, these quiet hours in the pres ence
of the Lord have a pe cu liarly heal ing ef fect.  There is no
more ef fec tive an ti dote for our sin ful hab its than to
bring them into the light of God’s pres ence. There are
phys i cal ail ments which re spond most readily to light
treat ments. The af fected parts are ex posed to light reg u -
larly for lon ger or shorter pe ri ods of time un til the bac te -
ria re spon si ble for the ill ness have been de stroyed.  We
do not have a more ef fec tive means of com bat ing our
sin ful de sires and sin ful hab its, which of ten tempt us
and cause us to fall, than to ex pose them reg u larly to the
light of the Lord’s pres ence. Our sins never be come so
re pul sive to us as when we see them in the light of the
Cru cified One.

Do you have a par tic u larly weak point, one in which 
you fail day af ter day, per haps many times a day?  Then
take care that you ex pose it to the light of God’s pres -
ence. Tell Him im me di ately how se ri ously you have
erred.  Men tion your sin by name. Tell Him about the
dis hon est way in which you are deal ing with this sin
how eas ily you are tempted to show fa vor it ism to ward
it, make it ap pear in a better light than it is and look upon 

it as harm less or in no cent. Then you will ex pe ri ence
how ef fec tive these light treat ments are.

In the sec ond place, per mit me to in di cate what a
priv i lege and a joy it is to live in the pres ence of the
LORD with all one’s plans and pur poses. Most peo ple
do not dare to take coun sel with GOD.  They have the
un re gen er ate man’s dis trust of God, and think that it in -
volves too great a risk to per mit God to have His way. 
So, they take the helm into their own hands, and sooner
or later run their skiff aground.  What good for tune it is
to have learned to trust God in such a way that we al low
Him to be at the helm.  It im parts to our lives, in the first
place, in ner poise and bal ance, even when we in mak ing
some of the mo men tous de ci sions of our lives, lay all
our plans be fore the Lord and pray that we may be as -
sured of what His will is in each par tic u lar in stance.

There is, in the next place, an in ner, peace ful joy
con nected with bring ing one’s plan and pur poses into
the pres ence of the Lord.  The friend ship of God, which
we ex pe ri ence, gives life a depth and a wealth of riches
that is more sta ble and per ma nent than even some of the
other joys which can be ex pe ri enced in fel low ship with
God.

And, fi nally, such a life, lived in the pres ence of the
Lord with our de lib er a tions and our pur poses, will keep
us from many a wrong road which we would have to
take if we had the reins in our own hands.

It soon be comes ap par ent whether or not a Chris tian 
takes coun sel with the Lord each day!  It is won der ful to
meet those sim ple-hearted be liev ers who feel so de -
pend ent upon the Lord that He is the first One whose
coun sel they seek.

In the third place, I would men tion the joy and priv i -
lege of liv ing ones whole com mon place daily life in the
pres ence of the Lord, to live through all one’s joys and
sor rows, great and small, one’s en cour age ments and dis -
ap point ments, one’s sea sons of work as well as rest, in
fel low ship with the Lord.  To most of us, daily life con -
sists of lit tle, un no ticed acts and events, which, be cause
they are com mon place and consistently re peated,
quickly tire us and be come mo not o nous.  If we can see
that the Lord is with us in the greater as well as in the
lesser ex pe ri ence of life, then these be come ever new to
us. In the light of God’s pres ence, the lit tle events of our
daily lives will take on an en tirely new sig nif i cance. 
Even the sim plest and most re tir ing life will be come rich 
and in ter est ing when our in ner eyes have been opened to 
see the Lord and rec og nize Him as He meets us in love
in the pros per ity or the ad ver sity of each pass ing day.
…I do not know whether it is pos si ble to glo rify the
LORD more than by liv ing one’s home life in the pres -
ence of the Lord. At least, there is no place where we



have so many op por tu ni ties to glo rify GOD…
Our homes, more than any thing else among our be -

loved peo ple, are fac ing com plete dis in te gra tion these
days.  It is there fore dou bly im por tant that the homes of
the Chris tians be come good homes, in or der that sound
and strong young peo ple may be sent forth.

Excerpts taken from The Christian Life, © 1934
Augsburg Publishing Co. Permission Granted.

The Colorblind God

By Pas tor Troy Tysdal 

As my wife and I en tered the old Span ish fort on the
is land of Vieques, I im me di ately no ticed the statue of a
white woman with flow ing blond hair and bright blue
eyes.  She was hold ing a child of sim i lar com plex ion.
The Ro man Cath o lic sym bol ism made it ob vi ous that this 
was Chris tian art.  I as sumed it to be the vir gin Mary and
the child Je sus, but I had never seen them de picted so
Scan di na vian.  “Who’s the woman?” I asked the Puerto
Ri can man be hind the coun ter, as I pointed to ward the
statue.  “It is Saint Barbara, the pro tec tor of the fort,” he
re plied.  Now know ing I had the iden tity of the woman
wrong, I won dered if I had the iden tity of the child wrong 
as well.  “Who’s the kid?” I asked.  The man looked at me 
as if I had spo ken blas phemy.  It is God!” he said, “The
Lord! Je sus!”

Em bar rassed, I sought to jus tify my er ror.  “It’s just
that Je sus prob a bly did not look like that,” I said.  “He
was Jew ish.  He would have looked more like you than
me.  His skin would have been darker.  His hair and eyes
prob a bly brown.”  “How do you know this?” asked the
man.  “I’m a Lu theran pas tor,” I re plied.  “What is a Lu -
theran?” he asked.  I re sponded; “We are fol low ers of Je -
sus.  We be lieve the Bi ble teaches that we are saved by
faith alone, through grace alone, in Christ alone.” “…and 
by be ing good.”  He added, as if I had left some thing out. 

“NO!” I re plied.  “We try to be good, be cause God is
good, but it does n’t save us.”  “Only Je sus does that.” 

Over the next twenty min utes, my wife toured the
Span ish fort, while the man and I took an ex press trip
through the book of Romans. As we stood next to each
other, shoul der to shoul der, both look ing up Bi ble verses
on our phones, the man could n’t get enough of the idea
that Je sus did ev ery thing nec es sary to bring him Eter nal
Life, and I be gan to no tice the iden ti fy ing marks of a life
lived hard.  His vis i ble skin dis played a few deep scars. 
His arms were cov ered in am a teur tat toos, and the wrin -
kles on his face aged him well be yond his years.  I wanted 
to know his story, but did n’t ask.  Some thing told me our
lim ited time was better spent in the Word of God.

“We know that what ever the Law says, it says to
those who are un der the Law, so that ev ery mouth may be
si lenced the whole world held ac count able to GOD. 
There fore no one will be de clared righ teous in GOD’S
sight by the works of the Law, rather, through the Law we
be come con scious of our sin.  But now apart from the
Law the righ teous ness of GOD has been made known, to
which the Law and the Prophets tes tify.  This righ teous -
ness is given through faith in Je sus Christ to all who be -
lieve.  There is no dif fer ence be tween Jew and Gen tile,
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of GOD,
and all are jus ti fied freely by His grace through the re -
demp tion that came by JESUS CHRIST.”  (Romans
3:19-25a )  GOD pre sented Christ as a sac ri fice of atone -
ment, through the shed ding of His BLOOD –- to be re -
ceived by faith.

As I sensed my time with the man com ing to a close, I 
asked him, “Do you be lieve what you have read to day?” 
He re plied, “I need to see it in Span ish.  I have a Span ish
Bi ble at home.  I will look up the verses you gave me.” 
“Please do,” I said, “But the im por tant thing is not the
color of His skin, it is the fact that He took on skin –- that
HE be came hu man like us –- so HE could die as a sac ri -
fice for us.”

A few sec onds later, a group of new tour ists en tered
the fort, and I bid the man fare well.  I left that place
amazed by God’s re lent less pur suit of the bro ken. 

Are you bro ken?  Does your soul bear the marks of a
life lived hard? Per haps to day you need to be re minded
that God pur sues you as well!  There is no scar too deep,
no sin so ugly, that it can not be cov ered by the Blood of
Christ.

Call to Je sus.  HE does not dis crim i nate.  Those who
call on the Name of the LORD, He heals, and those who
be lieve He saves.

FAITH & FELLOWSHIP, May/June, 2021
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Three unmistakable evidences 
of being born again:

1)  Keeping His Word – I John 2:5

2)  Loving the breth ren – I John 3:14

3)  The Spirit bears wit ness with our
spirit – Romans 8:16
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The Firstborn of Every Creature 
“Who is the im age of the in vis i ble God, the first -

born of ev ery crea ture.”  (Colossians 1:15)

A wide spread cultic her esy based on this verse claims
that Je sus Christ was not eter nal, but merely the first be ing 
cre ated –- per haps an an gel –- be fore be com ing a man. 
Note, how ever, that the verse does not say He was the
“first cre ated of ev ery crea ture,” but the “first born of ev -
ery crea ture.”  In fact, the very next verse says that BY
HIM WERE ALL THINGS CREATED” (verse 16).  He
was never cre ated, for He, Him self, is the Cre ator.  “All
things were made by Him; and with out Him was not any -
thing made that was made” (John 1:3).

He is “born” of God, not “made,” the only be got ten
Son (John 3:16).  “No man hath seen God at any time; the
only be got ten Son, which is in the bosom of the Fa ther, He 
hath de clared Him” (John 1:18).  The eter nal Fa ther is
om ni pres ent, and there fore in vis i ble, in au di ble, in ac ces si -
ble to the phys i cal senses.  The eter nally ex ist ing Son is
the “im age” of the in vis i ble Fa ther, the One who de clares,
re veals, em bod ies His es sence.  Al though He is al ways
“in the bosom of the Fa ther,” yet He is eter nally also “the
bright ness of His glory, and the ex press im age of His per -
son” (He brews 1:3).  He is the eter nal, liv ing Word, which 
was “in the be gin ning with God: (John 1:2), and which
“was God” (John 1:1).

Thus, the phrase, “first born of ev ery crea ture” in our
text, can be trans lated lit er ally as “be got ten be fore all cre -
ation.”  The eter nal-in ner-re la tion ship of the Per sons of
the God head is be yond hu man com pre hen sion in its full -
ness, and the terms; “Son” and “be got ten” are the best hu -
man lan guage can do to de scribe it.  Je sus Christ, the
Word made flesh, is the only be got ten, eter nally gen er -
ated, Son of the Fa ther, for ever shin ing forth as the im age
of the oth er wise in vis i ble God.

The Heavens Declare the Glory of God, by Dr. Henry
M. Morris, Copyright, 1997 by Dr. Henry M. Morris,

Published by World Publishing, Inc.

Come Out

“Where fore come out from among them, and be ye
sep a rate, saith the Lord, and touch not the un clean
thing: and I will re ceive you.”  (II Cor. 6:17)

All through God’s Word we are told that as His chil -
dren we are to live sep a rate from the world.  And all
through the Bi ble we read how Sa tan in var i ous ways tried
to get God’s chil dren to mix with the world.  He does that
same with Chris tians to day.  Many peo ple live lives so
mixed with the world that it is hard to see that they are

Chris tians.
A farmer once went to town with two bar rels, in one

was cot tage cheese, and in the other was sau er kraut.  He
sold the cheese and the sau er kraut to the peo ple right from 
these two bar rels.  He dipped the con tents out with a big
la dle, but he used the same la dle for both bar rels, He was
not very care ful to empty them, ei ther, as he dipped from
one to the other.  At first those who bought got just what
they or dered, but as he kept dip ping and let ting some of
the cheese drip into the sau er kraut and the sau er kraut drip
into the cot tage cheese, it be came mixed so that those who 
bought last could not tell what they were get ting.

Just so with the Chris tians who mix with the world. 
They can not re main God’s chil dren un less they come out
of the world and live for Him.

The Lord is holy and wants a holy peo ple.  So He tells 
us to come out and be sep a rate from the world.

Dear Lord Je sus, help us to be will ing to suf fer out -
side the camp with Thee, and not take of the un clean
things of this world.  In Je sus’ name.  Amen.

Take time to be holy,
The world rushes on;
Spend much time in se cret
With Je sus alone
By look ing to Je sus,
Like Him thou shalt be:
Thy friends in thy con duct
His like ness shall see.
     Verse by per mis sion, Hope Publ. Co.

Altar Steps by Rev. R.P. Haakonson

Com mit ment

“Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus,
unto his fel low dis ci ples, Let us also go, that we may
die with him.”  (John 11:16)

This is com mit ment!  The Jews had tried to stone Je -
sus to death, mak ing the dis ci ples afraid to re turn to Judea
(v. 8).  Thomas, how ever, would never go back on his
com mit ment to his Lord, even if it meant rocks be ing
hurled at him, crushing him to an ex cru ci at ing death.  Paul 
was also com mit ted to Christ.  He was stoned and left for
dead at Lystra, but God raised him up and later fear lessly
re turned to the very spot they had stoned him.  The Greek
word to have faith is pisteuo which in cludes the mean ing
to “com mit to.”  True faith in Christ in volves be ing ut terly 
com mit ted to HIM what ever op po si tion we may face.

Da vid Croud ace 

Pressing on ward, ever on ward, never look ing back;
With my way to Him com mit ted, noth ing shall I lack. 



Chasing Fleas
Dr. R. G. Lee

“Af ter whom is the king of Is rael come out?  Af ter
whom dost thou pur sue?  Af ter a dead dog, af ter a

flea.” (I Sam. 24:14)

The Bi ble is a book be yond and above all books as a
river is be yond a rill in reach, as the sun is be yond a tal -
low dip in bright ness, as the wings of an ea gle are be yond 
the wings of a spar row in strength, as a tree is be yond a
twig in fruit bear ing.

Now just one unique flower from this vast gar den of
God’s in spired Word have I se lected for our scru tiny to -
day.  One ob scure cor ner in this wide con ti nent of God’s
rev e la tion have I cho sen upon which to pitch our men tal
tents at this hour.

Just one over looked star in the full sky of the scrip -
tural world would I have you fo cus your in tel lec tual tele -
scopes upon for a brief pe riod. Just one un ap pre ci ated
gem from the vast store house of our God’s trea sures have 
I brought forth for the cen ter of our heart’s med i ta tions.
Just one scene from the Old Tes ta ment life of Da vid
would I have you con sider now.

This: “Af ter whom is the king of Is rael come out? 
Af ter whom dost thou pur sue?  Af ter a dead dog, af ter a
flea”!

And con sid er ing how this verse, rich in Ori en tal im -
ag ery, re veals a king choos ing the role of a fool, its ev ery
word stag gers un der a weight of ag ony.

Be cause Saul hated Da vid he said, “I will smite Da -
vid even to the wall; (18:11); ”Let the hand  of the
Philistines be upon him” (vs.17). And he “spake to Jon a -
than his son, and to all his ser vants, that they should kill
Da vid” (19:1). 

Now “Saul be came Da vid’s en emy con tin u ally”
(18:29); and driven by this fury of ha tred, Saul was
search ing “through out all the thou sands of Ju dah”
(23:23) for Da vid, de ter mined to end his life.

Think of it! A king who was a choice young man! A
king who stood head and shoul ders above any other man
in Is rael!  A king who was kingly in ap pear ance! A king
who had a great friend in Sam uel the prophet!

A king who wore the gar ments of roy alty! A king
who had a crown, a scep ter, a throne!  A king who had an
army at his com mand! Doing what! Chasing a flea.  A lu -
di crously gro tesque com edy, all trag edy!

A king pros ti tut ing great au thor ity to ig nore ends,
wast ing great en er gies in cheap trivi ali ties, de spis ing
great op por tu ni ties with sin ful scorn! A king dis hon or ing 
him self with cheap lit tle ness-an ea gle com ing down to
tit mouse di men sions, “con tract ing his fir ma ment to the

com pass of a tent.”
A king shoot ing a can non at spar rows, charg ing

anthills with drawn swords, fish ing for min nows with an
an chor hook, las so ing tabby cats with cart ropes, seek ing
to cap ture a flea!

Saul is a type of any and all who use their men tal en -
dow ments, their phys i cal en er gies, their ed u ca tional ad -
van tages, their spir i tual priv i leges, their all, in seek ing
those things that mat ter lit tle—fol low ing the paths that
lead even tu ally and inevitably to the land of no body-ism.

This is a type of all who change heav enly prin ci ples
for loose ex pe di en cies, high ide als for cheap com pro -
mises, who are slaves to small anx i eties, shalowl ideas,
small am bi tions—who are daily miss ing life’s cen tral
mel o dies be cause they are vic tims of daw dling dit ties.

Flea chas ers are:
1.  They who make plea sure the chief aim in life
2.  They who seek ease in life
3.  They who pur sue fame and worldly praise
4.  They who fol low af ter sin.

Re deeming the Time

This is not a time for us to go into spir i tual sleep,
but to be alert. Re deeming the time!

By Dr. Mi chael Yousself 

AS we come to the end of Paul’s ex traor di nary epis -
tle to the Romans, …what it means to be un ashamed of
the GOSPEL, to be saved and sanc ti fied, to know the
love of Christ, and to trust in God’s sov er eignty.  Now,
the apos tle con cludes his let ter by an swer ing the ques -
tion: “How are we to live in light of all these things?”

Paul (God’s in spi ra tion, Word) re minds us: These are 
ur gent days.  A spir i tual bat tle is at hand.  This is not a
time for us to go into spir i tual sleep, be alert, re deem ing
the time.  The day is com ing, and it may be nearer than
we think.  For this rea son, let us put off the things of this
world and put on Christ.  Let us live the life of dis ci ple –-
one that is self-sac ri fic ing, God-glo ri fy ing, for ever
dream ing, and con stantly kneel ing.  

As dis ci ples of Christ, we’re called to live
Heaven-bound.  This means that, what ever sea son of life
you may find your self in, you must look to God’s Word. 
Be ready to serve in ev ery sit u a tion.  Don’t get dis tracted
by the af fairs of life.  You were bought with a price (& in
His GRACE to Serve HIM!) …

Taken from My Journal, July, 2019.
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Engaging Our Neighbors
By Roy Heggland 

In the par a ble of the Good Sa mar i tan, Je sus made it
clear that ev ery one with whom we come in con tact with
is our neigh bor. Je sus used the ex am ple of some one from
Sa maria be ing the neigh bor to a beaten and dy ing Jew. 
Normally, Jews and Sa mar i tans had noth ing to do with
each other be cause the Jews, as God’s cho sen peo ple,
con sid ered the Sa mar i tans out casts with a cor rupted form 
of Wor ship.  By us ing this ex am ple, Je sus made it clear
that “our neigh bors” in cludes even peo ple with whom
we may dis agree on some of the ba sic things in life.  

How do we en gage neigh bors who we have al ready
de cided would never be in ter ested in the Gos pel?  You
know, those who are so dif fer ent from us that we some -
times think they must have been raised in a dif fer ent
world then we were.  Cer tainly, they would be the first
ones to re ject any over tures by us.  Does that let us off the
hook?

We all know the story of the cru ci fix ion.  Je sus was
nailed to a cross be tween two crim i nals who, along with
the crowd, mocked JESUS.  Yes, even these two who
were also de spised by the crowd made fun of our LORD. 
But some thing dra matic hap pened dur ing the hours that
Je sus and the crim i nals hung on the cross.  One of them
be came con vinced that Je sus was the Son of God and re -
ceived the gift of Eter nal Life, just mo ments be fore he left 
this earth.   The other crim i nal, who heard and ex pe ri -
enced the same things as the one who be lieved, left this
life for Eter nal pun ish ment. (Ed i tor: Both ‘eter ni ties’ are
of the same length of time).  How can two peo ple who
saw and heard the same “truths” at the same time from the 
same per son (Je sus) re spond so dif fer ently?  We don’t
know.  BUT the im pli ca tion is that only GOD knows who 
will re ceive His gift of sal va tion.  Only HE can save! 
That is not our job.  Our job is to give the “Truth” (Ed.
priv i lege/re spon si bil ity – Romans 1:14-17) to ev ery one
we can.

Peo ple tend to dis trust and dis be lieve those they do
not know.  So, the like li hood is small of our ‘neigh bors’
with whom we have had lit tle or no con tact lis ten ing to
us.  Are there things we can do to im prove the in cli na tion
of such neigh bors to hear the Mes sage from us?  Here are
a few: 

1.  Pray that God would change our heart to ward any -
one that we as sume would not be re cep tive to hear ing the
Gos pel.  Af ter all, it is God’s Word that cre ates faith and
re cep tiv ity to the Good News.

2.  Pray for them, and for any one we meet, that God
would pre pare their hearts to re ceive His Good News. 
Some times we speak and act as though prayer is the last

re sort when it is ac tu ally the most pow er ful thing we can
do.  

3.  Be kind and help ful to our neigh bor, treat ing them
with re spect.  Do not con demn them for their ideas or try
to per suade them that your way of think ing is the only
one that makes sense.  In stead, lov ingly give them God’s
Truth, which can meet them where they are and pen e trate
all their de fenses.  Re mem ber, God’s Word alone can
bring life to the dead.  Our words can never do that un less
we are speak ing the Words of LIFE.

May God give us his grace to share His Love and
Good News with those around us.  And let us share that
Mes sage with those around the world through the min is -
tries of the CLB (Ed. & Morn ing Glory, etc.).  May GOD 
bless you as you la bor and give to His Glory. 

Faith & Fellowship, May/June, 2021.

God the Owner

By Dr. Henry M. Mor ris

“The earth is the LORD’s, and the fulness thereof;
the world, and they that dwell therein.” (Psalm 24:1)

In com mu nist coun tries, “the peo ple” own the lands,
while in cap i tal ist coun tries, in di vid u als may own “pri -
vate prop erty.”  Both are myths un less these are viewed
as a stew ard ship from God.  We don’t re ally own any -
thing, “for we brought noth ing into this world, and it is
cer tain we can carry noth ing out.” (I Timothy 6:7)

In the min eral king doms, the most im por tant sub -
stances are the pre cious metals upon which mon e tary
stan dards are based, yet God makes it clear that all “the
sil ver is mine, and the gold is mine.” (Haggai 2:8)  The
great est mem bers of the plant king dom are the mighty
trees and full of the for est, and God re minds us that “trees
of the LORD are full of sap; the ce dars of Leb a non,
which He hath planted” (Psalm 104:16).  All the birds
and beasts are His also, “For ev ery beast of the for est is
mine, and the cat tle upon a thou sand hills.” (Psalm
50:10)

Again, and again GOD re minds us that “all the earth
is mine” Ex o dus 19:5 and even the in fi nite heav ens, “Be -
hold, the heaven and the heaven of heav ens is the
LORD’s thy God, the earth also, with all that therein
is.” (Deu ter on omy 10:14)

God has, in deed given man “DOMINION …OVER
ALL THE EARTH” (Gen e sis 1:26)  and Sa tan has, in -
deed, laid false claim to “all the king doms of the world”
(Luke 4:5, 6), but there re mains the fact that “the most
High ruleth in the king dom of men, and giv eth it to whom -
so ever He will.”  (Dan iel 4:32)



Holidays
By Fred Wil lis 

The LORD gave many spe cial days and holy days
unto the chil dren of Is rael.  The fourth of the Ten Com -
mand ments was a com mand to “re mem ber the sab bath
day, to keep it holy” (Ex o dus 20:8).  

One of the most im por tant days was Pass over, which
is still kept to day.  It was ac tu ally a weeklong event and
rep re sented re demp tion by the blood.  Chris tians rec og -
nize this as a pic ture of Christ re deem ing us by His Blood 
that was shed on Cal vary’s Cross.  

Most coun tries of the world to day have spe cial
events.  In Amer ica we have sev eral na tional hol i days. 
Some of the big gest are the fourth of July, Thanksgiving,
Christ mas, New Year’s and Easter. 

The Devil also has his hol i day, known as Hal low een,
which I’m told is the sec ond-larg est com mer cial hol i day.

In what is now post-Chris tian Amer ica, Easter is no
lon ger given the great significance that it once had.  Were 
in not for the bunny and candy, Easter might be all but
for got ten by the sec u lar world.

BUT for the Chris tian, the events sur round ing Easter
(The death, burial and res ur rec tion of our Lord) are still
the most im por tant of all time.  It is the res ur rec tion of
Christ that guar an tees us a home in HEAVEN some day.

We have a good num ber of lesser hol i days.  Some -
times when the mail box is empty past de liv ery time, I ask 
my self, “Is this a hol i day!”  We have re cently cel e brated
Mother’s Day, and June is the time we ob serve Fa ther’s
Day.

Mother’s Day tends to be a much big ger cel e bra tion
than Fa ther’s Day.  I sup pose this is be cause of the love
and ten der ness that is as so ci ated with a mother, as op -
posed to the ma cho im age of the male coun ter part.

Psalm 78 shows the im por tance of the role of the fa -
ther.  In ev ery house hold, GOD has as signed that role to a 
male.  One of a fa ther’s chief re spon si bil i ties is to in struct 
the chil dren re gard ing the great ness of Al mighty God. 
…………shew to the gen er a tion to come the praises of
the LORD, and His strength, and His won der ful works
that HE hath done” (vs. 4).

The Psalm ist be gins the psalm with the ex hor ta tion,
“Give ear, O my peo ple, to my law: in cline your ears to
the words of my mouth” (vs. 1).  In other words, He is
say ing, ‘Lis ten care fully to what I am say ing, as it is very
im por tant.’.

How ever, some where along the line far too many fa -
thers have dropped the ball and we have an en tire gen er a -
tion that has lit tle or no re spect for God.

One of the prime rea sons for in struct ing our chil dren
and grand chil dren is so “that they might set their hope in

God, and not for get the works of God, but keep his com -
mand ments” (verse 7).  I speak to hun dreds of peo ple ev -
ery year about the mat ter of their sal va tion and their hope
of Heaven.  Most of the time, their hope is in them selves
in stead of in the LORD JESUS CHRIST.

Fa thers, we need to be gin early in struct ing our chil -
dren about God who made them and be fore whom we are
go ing to stand in the Judge ment some day.  Let us not be
as the chil dren of Is rael, “a gen er a tion that set not their
heart aright, and whose spirit was not stead fast with
God.” (vs. 8)

When we prop erly in struct our chil dren in the ways
of the LORD, we can have a happy Fa ther’s Day ev ery
day, in stead of just once a year!

The Sword of the Lord

Heard My Voice

“I love the Lord, be cause he hath heard my voice
and my Sup pli ca tions.” (Ps. 116:1)

When we love the Lord and put His will above our
own, we can be sure that He hears us when we call upon
Him.  We love Him be cause He heard us when we were in 
our sin, and re deemed us from our sin and shame.  We
love Him be cause when we are in dis tress, His ear is ever
open to our cry and to our need.

A na tive girl came to a mis sion sta tion in Zululand,
some years ago, and wanted to study the Bi ble.  Her
mother came for her, but she would not go home.  A na -
tive man came with a let ter from the chief, but she still re -
fused to leave.  She said, “Throw me in jail, or pun ish
me—I have seen Je sus.  I want white clothes now, and I
want to go to heaven!”

The po lice came and took her home where she re -
ceived pun ish ment.  The next day she came again to the
mis sion.  The po lice came again and put her in jail for
four teen days.  Af ter the four teen days ex pired she came
back to the mis sion.  The mis sion ar ies sent her to an other
sta tion where the po lice could not find her.  At Christ mas
time she was bap tized.  She later vis ited her home and
brought a New Tes ta ment with her from which she read
to her rel a tives.  She loved her Lord for He had heard her
voice, but she also wanted oth ers to know about Je sus.

Do you love the Lord? Open your heart to Him to day, 
and He will de liver you out of your dis tresses. 

Dear Lords Je sus, we thank Thee that Thou didst hear
our cry for sal va tion.  Use us to win some soul to Thee.  

In Je sus’ name. Amen.  

Altar Steps by Rev. R.P. Haakonson
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A New Wife
“When a man has taken a new wife, he shall not go

out to war or be charged with any busi ness; he
shall be free at home one year, and bring hap pi ness 

to his wife whom he has taken.” 
(Deu ter on omy 24:5.)

Very In ter est ing chal lenge from the CREATOR of
God’s Word and De signer; how would that work of To -
day?  Here we see God’s pro vi sion for a part ner/to geth -
er ness un til death thus sep a rates in this earthly jour ney. 
This is ad just ing to es pe cially the fe male’s role in God’s
de sign.  God di rects the hus band’s at ten tion to her dur -
ing this time.  It be comes a type of pro longed hon ey -
moon – also a beau ti ful pic ture of God’s lov ing
ten der ness.  When we come to JESUS as our per sonal
Sav ior and are faith ful unto HIM, it is a beau ti ful pic ture 
of God’s lov ing ten der ness, as we have be come the
GROOM’S Bride!  This is ac com plished only through
the shed blood of Je sus.  Be cause we have be come part
of the fam ily of God (Bride of the Lamb), through HIS
Grace.

Al though a Jew ish bride’s time of spe cial at ten tive -
ness ended af ter a year, our joy of His love will con tinue
to all Eter nity.  Even though we are ‘strang ers’ in this
sin ful world; what a blessed and pu ri fy ing hope we have 
ANCHORED in the Solid ROCK.  May our lives re flect
our high and holy call ing!

“The bride eyes not her gar ment, but her bride -
groom’s face;

I will not gaze at glory but on my King of Grace”
            A. R. Cousins

Editor

Ad mon ish the Dis or derly

“But we ex hort you, breth ren, ad mon ish the dis or -
derly, com fort the faint-hearted, sus tain the weak, be
pa tient to wards all.” 1 Thessalonians 5:14 (Darby)

By Carl Knott

“Now we ex hort you, breth ren, warn those who are
un ruly, com fort the faint hearted, up hold the weak, be

pa tient with all” (NKJV)

The word “dis or derly” co mes from the Greek word
ataktos which is a mil i tary word in di cat ing those who
are out of step, not fol low ing or der, not keep ing rank,
caus ing dis tur bance.  These are self-gov erned in di vid u -
als who call them selves Chris tians as long as they can
do what ever they want.  They march to their own ca -
dence and don’t like tak ing or ders or be ing di rected.  To

them Christ is only a “get-out-of-jail free” card.  Friend,
if you re sent the idea of obey ing the Lord and sub mit -
ting ev ery area of your life to him then you have a se ri -
ous prob lem.  God will have or der in His house hold.

Never Full

“Hell, and De struc tion Are Never Full.”  
(Prov erbs 27:20)

A road sign was erected in the town of Exmouth in
Eng land in an at tempt to make driv ers cut their speed. 
The sign read “Slow –- Heaven is never full.”  While
the Bi ble says that hell is never full, no di rect com ment
is made in this re gard to heaven.  At the mo ment there is
still room for those who want to go there.  How ever, the
Bi ble does warn that at some point the ‘door’ will be
closed and ac cess to heaven will cease.  Per haps you
need to slow down and think on this mat ter.  Make cer -
tain to en sure your en try while the door re mains open.

Brian Powlesland

“There fore Sheol (Hades/in di rectly Hell) has en -
larged it self And, opened its mouth be yond mea -
sure…”  (Isa iah 5:14)

Two Sons

A Chris tian man lay dy ing.  He had three sons, two
of whom were Chris tians, but the third and youn gest
was a way ward sin ner.  The old man spoke to the two
boys who were Chris tians and said “I am go ing to leave
you for a lit tle while, but it won’t be long, I will see
again some day.  Good night.”

But to the youn gest son he said, “Good bye, my son,
good bye.”

And this boy, with a break ing heart, cried out, “Fa -
ther, why do you say good bye to me with such fi nal ity
and tell my brothers that you will see them be fore
long?”

The old man re plied, “Your broth ers trust my Sav ior 
as their Sav ior.  You have re jected Him and those who
do this never find the way to the heav enly home …this is 
the part ing of the way for us for ever.”

The poor boy broke down and sobbed and said, Oh,
Fa ther, just tell me good night for a lit tle while.  I too
trust the Sav ior right now.  I will see you again some -
day.”

How is it go ing to be with you?  Do you know Je -
sus?  Are you ready for His com ing?  When He does
come, will you be one of His own? — W. Herschel Ford



Right, But Wrong!
“And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD,

but not with a loyal heart.”  (II Chron i cles 25:2)

Amaziah was twenty-five when he be came king and
he ruled for twenty-nine years in Je ru sa lem, but he des -
per ately lacked ex pe ri ence; at least for a while!  He was
young and in ex pe ri enced.  To day, we would say he is a
‘Chris tian’, as he looked up right, but lacked ex pe ri ence
and our Lord tells us in the New Tes ta ment that we are to
grow in His Grace and knowl edge of His Word.  Is the
same thing hap pen ing in many con gre ga tions – that the
young adults have taken over in lead er ship and it be -
comes more ‘lib eral’ – in stead of older Chris tians in lead -
er ship?  Lack of ex pe ri ence!  True “Chris tian ity” is based 
on the In fal li ble Word of God, the BIBLE.  In the book
of ACTS (A Book of ac tion, not just in ten tions or res o lu -
tions) they prayed over and about lead er ship be fore
choos ing them.  They were NOT VOLUNTEERS, BUT
CHOSEN con gre ga tional lead ers.  Take ev ery de ci sion
to the Lord in prayer and then, what ever HE di rects, do it
with a loyal, hon est heart and at ti tude.  Just do it!  ONE
DAY HE will test one’s work, of what qual ity it is.    

Editor.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Can’t Imagine!
I can’t imag ine a true child of God can con tinue in

their earthly jour ney of life and not have a spe cial bur den  
con cern ing the eter nal des tiny for some one! So, why not
af ter prayer and con tin u ing to pray for this per son(s) send 
in their names and ad dress to be added to the mail ing list
of the Morn ing Glory with a fi nan cial gift to cover the
same!  Do not for get you are in vest ing for time and
ETERNITY by do ing the same.

Also, don’t for get that GOD’s Word will not re turn
unto HIM VOID, as His WORD is, “Since you have pu -
ri fied your souls in obey ing the truth through the Spirit
in sin cere love of the breth ren, love one an other fer -
vently with a pure heart hav ing been born again, not of
cor rupt ible seed but in cor rupt ible through the word of
God which lives and abides for ever.”  I Pe ter 1:22-23.
Isa iah 55:10-11.

Noah walked with God

The only other man of whom this was said, was
Enoch –- Noah’s great-great grand fa ther.  Now Noah, as
a lad, would have known and con versed with his grand fa -

ther, Me thu se lah, who would, in turn have known much
of his own fa ther, the saintly Enoch.  As par ents and
grand par ents, we have a duty (and priv i lege) to leave a
leg acy to those fol low ing – to be an ex am ple (in word
(tes ti mony) and deed) that the youn ger gen er a tions want
to fol low.

Selected

As surely as He over came,
And tri umphed once for you,
So surely you that love His name,
Shall in Him tri umph too. — J. New ton 
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Up Date

“And God said to Mo ses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And 
He said, “Thus you shall say to the chil dren of

Israel: “I AM has sent me to you.’” (Ex o dus 3:14)

Let me bring to your at ten tion, that this
is/was/shall be the plan and pur pose of the Found ers
of the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion over
100 years and later-on the same pur pose of tak ing on
the MORNING GLORY in God’s Pro vided GRACE,
ETC.

The God, the I AM, is both self-ex is tent and
self-suf fi cient.  He is com plete and Al mighty, so in a
sense needs the frail ef forts of hu mans to as sist HIM;
but in His Love asks ves sels that are His to spread His
Word; which is a priv i lege and re spon si bil ity as His
am bas sa dors!  Thus, HE de sires us to be with Him for 
all Eter nity and be able to say to each of us; you have
been faith ful! 

Some of the time when the Holy Spirit lays/di -
rects a bur den/de sire upon our hearts; He also says
you have the means/op por tu ni ties to help ful fill this
bur den; heart, hands, tongue, PRAYER, feet, hands,
fi nances to be used as my ves sel and I will give you
ex tra joy.

The I AM does not need us but in stead He wants
us!  HE de sires us to be with Him for all Eter nity to
such an ex tent that He gave us His Only Be gotten
SON to cleanse & for give through His Son’s Pre cious 
BLOOD and thus HIS Pre cious Prom ises.  HE gave
us the very best Heaven had to of fer!  Through His
Fin ished Work, we are com plete in Him (Colossians
2:10) (jus ti fied) and all we need to en ter Heaven is
FAITH ALONE, GRACE ALONE, WORD
ALONE!

Are you will ing to be a ves sel to help us keep this
min is try alive?  May He be priv i leged to work
through you & us!
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